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often taken it* SPOTTISWOODE. mat, by way of a com-
panion, Sir?5 JOHNSON. To get rid of myself, to send my-
self away. Wine gives great pleasure; and every pleasure is
of itself a good. It is a good, unless counterbalanced by evil.
A man may have a strong reason not to drink wine; and that
may be greater than the pleasure. Wine makes a man better
pleased with himself. I do not say that it makes him more
pleasing to others. BOSWELL. The great difficulty of resist-
ing wine is from benevolence. For instance, a stood worthy
man asks you to taste his wine, which he has*had twenty
years in his cellar.5 JOHNSON. 'Sir, all this notion about
benevolence arises from a man's imagining himself to be of
more importance to others, than he really is. They don't care
a farthing whether he drinks wine or not5 SIR JOSHUA
REYNOLDS. Tes, they do for the time.5 JOHNSON. Torthe
time! - If they care this minute, they forget it the next,*

I was^at this time myself a water-drinker, upon trial, by
Johnson's recommendation. JOHNSON. 'Boswell is a bolder
combatant than Sir Joshua: he argues for wine without the
help of wine; but Sir Joshua with it* SIR JOSHUA REY-
NOLDS. 'But to please one's company is a strong motive.'
JOHNSON, (who, from drinking only water, supposed every
body who drank wine to be elevated,) *I won't argue any
more with you, Sir. You are too far gone.5 SIR JOSHUA. 1
should have thought so indeed, Sir, had I made such a speech
as you have now done.' JOHNSON, (drawing himself in, and,
I really thought blushing,) <Nay, don't be angry. I did not
mean to offend you.5

Next day, Thursday, April 30, I found him at home by
himself. JOHNSON. 'Mrs Thrale's mother said of me what
flattered me much. A clergyman was complaining of want of
society in the country where he lived; and said, 'They talk
of runts-" (that is, young cows). "Sir, (said Mrs Salusbury,)
Mr Johnson would learn to talk of runts ;55 meaning that
I was a man who would make the most of my situation,
whatever it was.' He added, *I think myself a very polite
man.5
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